SPEAKING THE INUIT WAY

The Inuit language is spoken across a vast
expanse of the Arctic, from the Bering
Strait to Greenland. It is part of the
Eskimo-Aleut language family, and s
related to the Yup'ik languages in Alaska
and Siberia, and the Aleut languages
spoken on islands of the Bering Sea.

The Inuit language spread across the Canadian Arctic
from west to east with the migrations of the speakers,
starting 1,000 years ago. Inuit traditionally lived in small,
isolated, nomadic groups, and this led to the
development of a number of related yet distinct dialects.
Although neighbouring groups would have been able to
understand each other easily, Inuit from opposite sides
of the Arctic would have had more difficulties in
comprehending one another. Today, Inuit are coming into
contact with different dialects more frequently because
of increased mobility and through media and technology.

Inuinnaqtun and Inuktitut (A_0°(M %) are recognized as
official languages in Nunavut, along with English and
French. In the North West Territories, Inuktitut,
Inuinnaqtun, and Inuvialuktun are among the eleven
official languages.
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