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English Words With Chinese Origin
Foods

English Chinese | Mandarin Pinyin | Origin of Description
Word Word Word
Bok choy 15 Bai cai Cantonese | A Chinese cabbage of a variety with smooth-edged tapering leaves.
Chow mein | ¥V Chao mian Cantonese | Chinese dish of stir-fried noodles served with sauce.
Dim sum =Rl Dian Xin Cantonese | A Chinese dish of small steamed or fried savory dumplings containing various fillings, served

as a snack or main course.
Ginseng ANZ Rén shén Hokkien A plant tuber credited with varioustonic and medicinal properties, especially in East Asia.
Ketchup 0¥ | Fan qiéjiang Hokkien A smooth sauce made chietly from tomatoes and vinegar, used as acondiment.
Oolong tea 5% | Wa longchd Hokkien Oolong tea 1s a traditional Chinese tea.It’s made from the leaves of the Camellia sinensis plant,

the same plantused to make green tea and black tea. The difference 1s in how the tea is processed.
Pekoe tea 2% | Baihdo cha Hokkien Transliteration of a Chinese phrase referring to the downy tips of the buds of tea plants.
Tea S cha Mandarin | A hot drink made by infusing the dried crushed leaves of the tea plant inboiling water.
Wonton (i Hun tun Cantonese | A small dumpling or roll with a savoryfilling, often of minced pork, usually eaten boiled in soup.

Martial Arts/Movement

English Chinese Mandarin Origin of Description
Word Word Pinyin Word
Tai chi KAk Tai ji Mandarin A Chinese martial art and system ofcalisthenics, consisting of sequences

of very slow controlled movements.
Kung fu DS Gongtu Cantonese | A primarily unarmed Chinese martial

art resembling karate.




Religion/Philosophy

English Chinese Mandarin Origin of Description

Word Word Pinyin Word

Feng shui XK Féng shui Mandarin | A system of laws considered to governspatial arrangement and orientation in relation to the flow

of energy (qi), and whose favorable or unfavorable effectsare considered when siting and
designing buildings.

Yin yang $H FH Y1in yang Mandarin | The principle of Yin and Yang 1s that all things exist as inseparable andcontradictory opposites.

Confucius | fLT Kong zi Mandarin China’s most famous teacher, philosopher, and political theorist, whose 1deas have profoundly

influenced the civilizations of Chinaand other East Asian countries.
Weather

English Chinese Mandarin Origin of Description

Word Word Pinyin Word

Typhoon & X Tai teng Cantonese | A tropical storm in the region of thelndian or western Pacific oceans.

Monsoon =X Ji feng Cantonese | A seasonal prevailing wind in the region of South and Southeast Asia, blowing from the
southwest between May and September and bringing rain (the wet monsoon), or from the
northeast between October and April (the dry monsoon).

Expressions

English Chinese Mandarin Origin of Description

Word Word Pinyin Word

Brainwash | ¥ch Xindo Literal Make (someone) adopt radically ditferent beliefs by using systematic and often forcible

translation | pressure.

Long time | &AM Hao jia bu Mandarin An informal greeting by people who have not seen each other for anextended period.

no see jian

Other
English Chinese Mandarin Origin of Description
Word Word Pinyin Word
Shih Tzu 7Y Jit K X1 shi quén Mandarin | A toy dog breed originating from the Tibetan plateau of China and having been from the
dog Pekingese and the Lhasa Apso.
Yen JL Ri yuan Cantonese | The basic monetary unit of Japan.




