Chinese Languages in Canada

Chinese languages have existed in Canada since | /88 and are now spoken in every province
and territory.

These languages continue
to shape generations of Chinese Canadians and the places they call home.

Chinese languages have the most native speakers in the world totalling |.3 billion people.
In Canada, Mandarin is the most spoken language after English and French, with Cantonese
close behind. These languages are as varied and rich as the communities that brought them
here, whether from the lips of the 6,500 workers that built the Canadian Pacific Railway in

1881, or your classmates, co-workers, and friends.
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| Not Otherwise Specified
2 Min Nan includes Chaochow, Teochow, Fukien, Taiwanese
3 The Wu language group includes Shanghainese

Population numbers, by year, of those who indicated that they spoke a Chinese
language on the Canadian census from 2001-2021.
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